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INTRODUCTION


Every year, someone sends me a list of the top Darwin Awards for the year. It is a list of top stories of actual events that rank as being the stupidest human actions that end up taking the life of the actor. I will give you a couple of examples. First, on April 30, 2009, in York, United Kingdom, a 41-year-old homeowner attempting to demolish a large brick garden shed succeeded in his primary objective, but suffered collateral damage when the cement slab roof demolished him. Paramedics pronounced him dead at the scene. Second, on January 1, 2010, in South Africa, Marissa B, 27, a waitress and former swimmer, left her friends on the banks of the Olifants River (the main tributary of the Limpopo, known for being infested with crocodiles) and swam in its waters not once, not twice, but three times and was finally devoured by a crocodile. It is apparent that people do foolish things without considering the dangerous consequences. The same can be said of Bible characters and Christians today.

I. PLAYING WITH FIRE CAN BURN YOU (Residents of Sodom & Gomorrah).

1. The people in these cities were corrupted by all kinds of lust.

2. Their evil lives led to God sending fire and brimstone to destroy them.

People can be so foolish that they think they can live immoral lives and not get caught, or that there is no punishment for such action. Since some believe that there is no God and, thus, no right or wrong, they can do whatever they desire.
II. DOING WHAT YOU ARE TOLD NOT TO DO CAN BE PAINFUL (Balaam).
1. Balaam was tempted by greed to do what God said for him not to do.

2. His disobedience led to a trip on a donkey that was painful.

People can be so foolish that they think that God will pay no attention to their greedy actions. They think He has no time to focus on such small matters.
III. NOT DOING WHAT YOU ARE TOLD TO DO CAN BE CRUSHING (Jonah).

1. Jonah was told to go to Nineveh and warn the inhabitants.

2. His disobedience led to being crushed by the pressure inside the big fish.

People can be so foolish that they think they can disobey God and that He will not see or know when they do. Even if He notices, they think He will just get someone else.
IV. WALKING ON WATER CAN LEAD TO A SINKING FEELING (Peter).
1. Peter asked Jesus to invite him to join Him by walking on the water.
2. Jesus invited him out but Peter began to sink when he took his eyes off Jesus.

People can be so foolish that they think they can do the impossible in their own strength, without keeping their focus on the source of real power, Jesus Christ.
V. TRYING TO BE LIKE GOD CAN LEAD TO BEING HUMBLED (Babel).
1. The people building the Tower of Babel had a prideful desire to be like God.
2. God humbled these people by confusing their language and scattering them.

People can be so foolish that they presume that they are like God, or that they can become like God by what they themselves can do.
CONCLUSION


All of these persons might qualify for the Darwin Awards because of the foolishness of their actions. They bring judgment upon themselves because of their foolishness. The fool says there is no God, but the wise person knows that God must be considered in all of our decisions. God does exist, is involved in our lives, and works for our good. The answer to the question in our text: Man is wise only if He listens to and obeys God!
“God has something to say to you; God has something to say!

Listen, listen, Pay close attention: God has something to say.”

