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INTRODUCTION


Most ordinary people are afraid of what might be hiding in the shadows, yet every one of us casts a shadow, if we are in the Light. An old song says, “Me and my shadow, strolling down the avenue.” We cannot separate ourselves from our shadow. Interestingly, a few decades ago, many people in India tried to position themselves where Mahatma Gandhi’s shadow might touch them; they expected a spiritual or material blessing as a result. This may seem foolish, but the same thing happened in biblical times. Although our text speaks of Peter’s literal shadow, I wish to speak of our shadow more metaphorically today. The shadow we cast is often speaking about our influence, not the physical dimensions of our shadow.
I.
 PETER CAST A SHADOW.
1.
His shadow was not always positive.

In John 21, he led the disciples to return to fishing as a way of life.
2.
He cast a tall shadow in our text. 

His reputation and influence grew following the Day of Pentecost. 

3.
His shadow was influenced by the shadow of the cross.

Such a shadow has remarkable power to change lives & heal those who are sick.
The power was not in Peter’s shadow but in the presence and power of the cross in His life. His reputation and influence brought the people to see and hear him, but it was the power of God that delivered and healed—not the power of the preacher!

II.
EVERY PERSON CASTS A SHADOW.

1. A person can cast a shadow that is either positive or negative.
One who is uncompromising or a fence-straddler; one who is a person of integrity or one who is dishonest; one who is spiritual or one who is carnal; one who is disciplined or one who is undisciplined.
2. The shadow of one’s influence leaves a lasting impression, whether alive or dead.

3. That shadow can easily be seen in one’s children.
“If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight./ If he lives with criticism, he learns to condemn./ If he lives with fear, he learns to be apprehensive./ If he lives with jealousy, he learns to hate./ If he lives with self-pity, he learns to be sorry for himself./ If he lives with acceptance, he learns to love./ If he lives with fairness, he learns justice./ If he lives with honesty, he learns what truth is./ If a child lives with friendliness, he learns that the world is a nice place in which to live.”


Children should see the shadow of the cross in each adult shadow.

III.
YOU AND I ALSO HAVE A SHADOW.

1. Peter had a positive reputation, and people sought to be touched by his shadow.

How about our reputation? Do people want their lives to be touched by us?

2. Even Peter’s shadow, when touched, changed the lives of individuals.

Are people’s lives changed by the shadow, the influence, of our lives?
3. Peter’s shadow, his reputation, was influenced by the shadow of the cross.

Have our lives, our reputations, been influenced by the shadow of the cross?

CONCLUSION


I urge you to remember that your life influences others. You cast a shadow; you cannot escape your shadow. It follows you wherever you go—even after you die. I challenge you to cast a tall shadow—one that reflects the shadow of the cross! Be a difference-maker!

“Though I walk through the shadows, I will fear no evil; for You are there with me!
May the shadow that follows me always reflect the shadow of Calvary!
You, O God, are my Shield, my Protector; and You will always be!”

