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INTRODUCTION


As we have been reminded over the past couple of weeks, the Apostles all had doubts about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. None believed the word of the women who saw the Risen Lord. One of them would not accept the words of his fellow Apostles. Thomas was absent on Resurrection Sunday when Jesus appeared in the Upper Room. He refused to believe unless he experienced it personally, experientially. He was certainly an existentialist in that respect. He will only believe it if he experiences it himself. He will not accept another’s words as proof that Jesus was alive. Let us see what we can learn from Thomas.

I.
THOMAS WAS ABSENT FROM THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD’S PEOPLE.

1.
Where Thomas was when God’s People were assembled is anyone’s guess.

2.
Being absent cost him the opportunity to see the Risen Lord.

3.
Being absent from God’s House may cause us to miss a great blessing from God.

Thomas missed out on a great spiritual blessing and experienced unnecessary sadness and doubt for an additional week because he was not with God’s People. If we take our attendance in God’s House too casually and miss from time to time for no particular reason, we may be cheating ourselves out of a special blessing from God.
II.
THOMAS WAS UNWILLING TO ACCEPT WHAT OTHERS SAID.
1. He did not believe what the women said about seeing the Risen Lord.

2. He did not believe what Peter or the two men said about seeing the Risen Lord.

3. He did not believe what the believers in the Upper Room said about seeing Jesus.

Thomas is typical of the rational skeptics who will not believe unless they see with their own eyes and can be absolutely certain of something. Only personal experience will change their way of thinking. No testimony of others will convince them! Are we as unwilling as Thomas to learn from the experience of others? Do we demand that Jesus appear once more before we will have faith?
III.
THOMAS REMAINED A DOUBTER UNTIL HE PERSONALLY SAW JESUS.

1. He demanded proof up until the moment He actually saw Jesus.

2. Seeing Jesus took away his doubts—no need to touch the nail prints or other scars.

3. Thomas was commended for his faith & became a great witness—going to India.

Tradition says that Thomas went eastward into India and there evangelized many and established the Christian church there before being martyred for his faith. I am sure he would not have given his life for something he continued to doubt was real. He genuinely believed in the Risen Lord and proclaimed Him courageously. Will we do the same? Will we learn from his experience?

CONCLUSION


There are special lessons to learn from the experience of Thomas. We do not need to be doubters of God’s Word or of the Resurrection of our Lord. We should accept the living witness of the radically changed Apostles. All had been fearful and despaired of hope; but, after seeing the Risen Lord, all were willing to live and give their lives for Him. All were martyred except John, who nearly perished in a vat of boiling oil. He was exiled on the island of Patmos where he died of old age. 

There is a special blessing from Jesus to us in verse 29: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” That blessing is for persons who become believers after Jesus ascended to Heaven 33 days after appearing to Thomas. Yes, Jesus blessed you and me!

“O how He loves you and me! O how He loves you and me!

He gave His life; What more could He give?

O how He loves you! O how He loves me! O how He loves you and me!”
