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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, we talked about the politically incorrect things Jesus said that got Him into trouble. Some may have thought, “Did He really say that?” Today, we will look at some things that He did that got Him into trouble. Some today may say, “Did He really do that?” The Scriptures are clear in their presentation of the character and the ministry of Jesus. I want us to consider three things that He did in our text—all of which got Him into trouble.

I.
HE DROVE THE CHEATERS OUT OF THE TEMPLE.

1.
The money-changers were charging high prices to change foreign currency.

(1)
The problem was not with the money-changing but with the money-changers!
(2)
Originally, the process began with the idea of making money to use for freewill offerings, for road repair, for purchase of gold for the temple, and for the Temple treasury.

2. The temple inspectors used any excuse to reject a dove purchased outside so that the worshipper had to purchase a dove at an extremely high price inside.
(1)
The problem is not with the selling as it offered a service to the worshipper.
(2) The problem was that the inspectors would reject a dove that lacked perfection so that the ones making an offering would have to buy from the dove-sellers at about twenty times the cost. The Temple stalls and booths were called “The Bazaars of Annas” and were the property of the High Priest.

3. Jesus drove these people out of the Temple because they were cheats—robbers.

(1) Jesus would never condone the common man being cheated by the wealthy.
(2) Worse than that, the noise and confusion in these activities hindered the real purpose of the Temple, which was for prayer and repentance.
The purpose of the Temple was being undermined. The wealthy religious leaders were guilty of lying, cheating, and robbing those who came to worship in order to enrich themselves. Jesus vigorously attacked such actions! In doing so, He challenged the authority of the High Priest and the Temple officials. He cost them money that day.
II.
HE HEALED THE BLIND AND THE LAME IN THE TEMPLE—v. 14.

1. The people being cheated were finally being treated (by the Great Physician).

2. The persons being overlooked were finally looked after.

3. The God enclosed behind the curtain and available only to the High Priest was available to any common person who might come to Him (Jesus).

The religious leaders became furious at His success (and their failure) in helping others.

III.
HE EXCITED THE PASSION AND HOPE EVEN OF LITTLE CHILDREN.

1. Children began to praise Jesus in the Temple area.

2. Religious leaders protest to Jesus about what the children are saying.

3. Jesus affirms that children sometimes fulfill prophecy (see Psalm 8:2).

The truth is that the simplest of children often see what the wisest of religious leaders are unable to see. The children are not blinded by prejudices and preconceptions. They simply trust Jesus because of what He was doing. They knew He loved them!

CONCLUSION


In effect, what Jesus did was turn the religious world inside out. Those on the inside were cast out. Those on the outside were invited in. Those who thought they were on the inside were told they were on the outside. Those who were on the outside and thought there was no hope were invited in and given an everlasting hope. He offers the same to you today!
“O, how He loves you and me. (2X) He gave His life; what more could He give?
O, how He loves you; O, how He loves me; O, how He loves you and me!”
