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INTRODUCTION


Our text for today’s message gives us a glimpse into the presence of darkness—in Judas, in the events that follow, and in the world in general. Jesus foretells that one of His disciples will betray Him. All of the disciples are shocked & look around at one another with suspicion. Peter encourages John to ask Jesus which one will betray Him. Jesus replies that the betrayer is the one to whom He will give bread. When Jesus gives the bread to Judas, the Bible declares clearly that Satan entered into him. As he goes out to betray Jesus, the passage ends with the words, “And it was night!” It was the darkness of the night! Darkness of the soul! Darkness of the world! All are about to converge upon Jesus—the Light of the World!
I.
LET US LOOK AT THE PRE-CRUCIFIXION DARKNESS.

1.
Judas goes out into the night to arrange his betrayal of Jesus.

2.
Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss at night.

3.
Soldiers take Jesus captive at night.

4.
Jesus appears before Annas, Caiaphas, and the San Hedrin all at night.

5.
Jesus is brought before Pilate, Herod, and Pilate again—in the early morning light but in the darkness of the world, Jesus was condemned to die around 6:00A.M., Roman time, but most likely somewhere between 6 and 9:00.
From the darkness of night to the darkness of the evil world, Jesus is caught up in an atmosphere of hatred and spitefulness. Although He dreaded the moment, He had come to the world for this purpose—to die for the sins of the world!
II. LET US LOOK AT THE CRUCIFIXION DARKNESS.

1.
The crucifixion began at 9:00A.M. according to Mark 15:25.
2.
An eerie darkness began at noon and lasted until 3 P.M. (Matt. 27:45, Mark 15:33, Luke 23:44-45)—the sun stopped shining while the Light of the World was dying.

3.
Our sins rushed in upon Jesus as He was dying for all of the sins of the world.

4.
The darkness of our sins demanded the blackness of darkness!
5.
All light was extinguished as the Light of the World was dying on the Cross.

As Jesus died on the Cross, all of the forces of darkness rejoiced! Satan thought he had defeated God! The rulers of this dark world grew stronger and braver and were the cause of the Post-Crucifixion Darkness.

III.
LET US LOOK AT THE POST-CRUCIFIXION DARKNESS.

1. There was darkness in Peter’s soul because of his three denials of Jesus.

2. There was darkness in the disciples’ spirit because Satan had blinded them. They were defeated, hopeless, faithless, Master-less, and believed all was lost.

3. Satanic darkness engulfed them to the point that they believed no good report.
4. How dark is the darkness of despair & lost hope without the Light of the World!

5. This darkness is darker than the deepest darkness of the night.

Without the Light of the World, there is no light that can penetrate the darkness. However, in the midst of this darkness, there was the shaking of an earthquake. There was an empty tomb! In the empty tomb, there was a shining light—an angel, saying “He is not here; he has risen!” “Go quickly and tell…‘He has risen from the dead!’”
CONCLUSION


My Friends, Jesus is alive! The Light of the World has risen and seeks to penetrate the darkness of night, the soul, and the world. Are you still in darkness? “Come to the light; ‘Tis shining for thee!” Let His light penetrate the darkness in your soul! Dear Friends here without Jesus in your life, be saved today! The Light of the World is Jesus! He died to bring you light. He died so that you might live!
