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INTRODUCTION


On Palm Sunday, the day that we celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, I want us to consider something usually not the focus of this momentous event. I want us to think about the donkey, the animal which Jesus rode. As we do, we will examine some significant words that can teach us some important lessons about ourselves.

I.
SIGNIFICANT WORDS PRIOR TO MEETING JESUS

1.
Tied—“You will find a colt tied there” (v. 2).

Before meeting Jesus, we were ensnared by Satan and “shackled with a heavy burden” as we were all tied up in our sins.
2. Unused—“which no one has ever ridden” (v. 2).

The donkey was something that was not yet meeting its intended purpose! Everything that exists has been created for a purpose. Are YOU fulfilling your purpose for existence?
3. Needed-“The Lord needs it” (v. 3).
Everything that exists is needed, or God would not have created it. As with this donkey in our Bible passage, God has a plan for you! Are you living out God’s Will in your life? Paul says that every church member has a part to play; otherwise, the church could not function well. Each person is needed!

II.
SIGNIFICANT WORDS IN MEETING JESUS

1. Sought--“They went” (v. 4).
The reality of life is that, if we are to fulfill our God-intended purpose, someone must search for us; for we will not likely know what we need. Being largely ignorant of our own basic needs, we may never come to God or God’s House.
2. Found—“They went and found a colt” (v. 4).

If we are to fulfill our God-intended purpose, someone must not only search for us but also find us. Without soul-winners, none of us would be here today! We would all be out in the world still tied up and unused!

3. Brought—“they brought the colt to Jesus” (v. 7).
Recognizing our need, Jesus calls us. If we will not come, He sends others to bring us to Him. We MUST be willing to come in response to His loving call.
III.
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AFTER MEETING JESUS

1. Dressed—“they threw their cloaks over it” (v. 7).
As with Adam and Eve, all who come to Jesus will be perfectly dressed (in His righteousness). Are you clothed in Him and His righteousness today?

2. Honored—“Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches [palm leaves] from the field” (v. 8).

The donkey’s hooves were not to touch the ground as he was carrying the King! He was honored because of the one he carried. All believers are worthy of honor because Jesus lives within us. Someday, He will say, “This is my beloved child.”
3. Immortalized—The little donkey will always be remembered on Palm Sunday.

All who receive Jesus as Savior and Lord will live forever in Heaven!

CONCLUSION
In verse 4, the donkey was found to be tied “in a place where two ways met.” This crossroad represents a choice. Will you choose Jesus or Satan, Heaven or Hell, life or death?  Robert Frost wrote, “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, I took the one less traveled by, & that has made all the difference.” Friends, if you choose Jesus, the less traveled road, you will be loosed from your sin and be useable in God’s Kingdom! That will make all the difference!
