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INTRODUCTION


The first year of Jesus’ ministry is called “the Year of Popularity.” Most people wanted to be associated with Him because of His power. Then, they began to listen closely to His words. They discovered His message was very demanding. They recognized it as “a hard teaching” (see v. 60). Soon, realizing His teachings would lead to serious confrontation with those in authority, they decided it was not wise to follow Him. The shadow of the cross made them afraid of Jesus. As more followers drifted away, the disciples seemed to be concerned. Jesus asked them, “You do not want to leave, too, do you?” Let us see Peter’s response.
I.
PETER ASKS A QUESTION.

“Lord, to whom shall we go?”

1.
Following Jesus’ example, Peter answers a question with a question.


Such an approach can help focus the question, but it can also deflect the question—especially if it is a painful one.

2. Peter’s question raises an interesting consideration—one of options.

The options are not all that great: The Emperor of Rome, the fertility goddess, the gods made with hands, false messiahs—both religious and political, etc.
II. PETER ANSWERS HIMSELF.

“You have the words of eternal life.”

1. John 3:16—God loves you so much that He sent Jesus to die in your place.
2. John 10:9—Jesus is the gate through whom you can come to the Father.
3. John 14:6—Jesus says He is the ONLY way to the Father.
4. John 15:13—Jesus willingly laid down His life for you and me, His friends.
The disciples had heard these words and had experienced the reality in their lives.

III.
“WE BELIEVE AND KNOW THAT YOU ARE THE HOLY ONE OF GOD.”
1. They believed that Jesus was God’s only Son.

He was the “Holy One of God” who had come from God in Heaven to offer hope to all mankind here on earth.
2. They believed that Jesus was the only way of salvation.

They had found nothing or no one else that offered any hope of salvation to people caught up in a lifestyle of sin and despair.

IV.
I HAVE A QUESTION FOR YOU: WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS TODAY?

1. Shall you bow down before gods made of sticks and stones?

Have any of those gods done anything for you—such as die for you? Jesus did!

2. Do you believe that history is cyclical or directional—meaningless or purposeful?

Is life destined to repeat itself again and again in an endless cycle, or is life destined to stand before Almighty God to answer for the things you have done?

3. Should you consider becoming an atheist—one who believes in no god?

Both the atheist and the Christian have faith! Which makes more sense to you: to believe in an eternal universe or an eternal God? If the atheist is right, neither will know as both will cease to exist. If the Christian is right, both will know—the Christian in the blessings of Heaven, the atheist in the misery of Hell.

4. OR will you give your life to Jesus Christ, who offers you eternal life?

CONCLUSION


Why not become a child of God today! Here are the ABC’s of salvation! A=Admit you are a sinner and cannot save yourself. B=Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again to offer you life. C=Confess your sins to God and confess Jesus as Savior and Lord. Do this right now! If you do, you will become a child of God today! God invites you to do it now.
