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INTRODUCTION


The experience of these two men, one identified as Cleopas, occurs on Resurrection Sunday. They are ordinary followers of Christ, not part of the Twelve Disciples. These men have lost hope, just as other followers had because of the crucifixion of Jesus. They had also heard that the tomb was found empty that very morning by some women and, later, by Peter and John. The men were mystified as to how to interpret these events. They remained in a state of despair. Then, on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus joined them along the way. Let us examine this unusual event and see what we can learn from it.
I.
THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE RISEN LORD.

1.
Satanic darkness blinded them and kept them from recognizing Jesus.
2.
Jesus came to restore sight to the blind, especially now.

3.
Jesus knows how to recover broken hearts and defeated faith.

Jesus walks along side them to help restore their lost hope. He first asked them to explain why they were sad and downhearted. The truth is that we all have been blinded by Satan and cannot see the Risen Lord. If He does not reveal Himself to us, we shall likely refuse to believe that He is alive and reject Him as Savior and Lord.
II.
THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE PROPHECIES OF SUFFERING.
1. He explained that Messiah must first suffer and die.

2. He explained that only then would Messiah establish His glorious Kingdom.

3. He explained the Scriptures so simply and clearly that they understood fully.
Were it not for the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Himself, we would not be able to understand the truth of Scripture. We would all be “foolish and slow of heart.” The Holy Spirit illumines the Word, convicts the heart, and calls us to repentance and faith. Thank You, Lord, for helping us see the truth about ourselves!
III.
THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE FIRE BURNING WITHIN.

1. They both experienced the fire burning within from hearing the Word of God.

2. They experienced the fire burning within but did not understand it until later.
3. God’s Word has power to convict & purify man from all of his sins & unbelief.

These two men only recognized Jesus when He prayed and broke bread with them—as He had done at the Last Supper. Then, they finally understood fully the experience they had just had. It is only when Jesus reveals Himself to us that we can fully understand what God is doing and intends to do in our lives.

CONCLUSION


When they recognize the Stranger is Jesus, He disappears from their midst. They immediately decided that they must return to Jerusalem and tell others what they have experienced. When the two men find the disciples, they learn that Jesus has already appeared to Mary and to Peter. While they are telling all about their experience on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus appears in the room to all who are present (v. 36). Beloved Friends, when we have been with Jesus, we will also want to tell others what we have experienced. When we tell others about our experience with Jesus, He will reveal Himself to them as well. 

“Go ye therefore and teach all nations, go, go, go. (2X)

Baptizing them in the name of the Father and Son and Holy Ghost, go, go, go.
If you love Me, really love Me, feed My sheep. (2X)
Lo, I’ll be with you forever and ever, until the end of the world. Go, go, go.”

