THE POLITICALLY INCORRECT SPEECH OF JESUS
Matthew 23:13-17, 23-28, 33
Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


All of us have had moments when we said something that got us into trouble. We said what should have been left unsaid. Troubles result. Jesus also said some things that got Him into trouble. The difference between Him and us is that He did what He did on purpose. When He spoke harsh words, He knew they were needed to correct a serious problem. His words today would be called “politically incorrect.” We fear to speak up about right and wrong for fear of being politically incorrect. Not Jesus! He reminds us that right is right!
I.
HE DESCRIBES TYPICAL PHARISAIC ACTIVITY.

1.
They talk a good religion but do not practice it—v. 3.

2.
They make religion burdensome but do nothing to help lighten the load—v. 4.

3.
They love to make a public show of their righteousness—broaden their phylacteries, enlarge the borders of their garments, make long and elaborate greetings, sit in the prominent seats, insist on use of their titles.

II.
HE CALLED THEM SEVERAL NAMES!

1. He calls them “hypocrites,” or pretenders, seven times.

2. He calls them “blind” five times: blind guides (2X), fools, men, and Pharisee.

3. He calls them “snakes” and “a brood of vipers.”

III.
HE PRONOUNCED WOES ON THEM.

1. The woes were expressions of Jesus’ sorrowful wrath upon those who pretend.
2. The woes were pronounced because of the following actions.

(1) They hindered people from entering the Kingdom of God—v. 13.

(2) They stole from the helpless but prayed piously in the temple—(v. 14).

(3) They would go anywhere to win a single convert to their false way—v. 15.

(4) They valued the gold of the temple but not the Temple it covered—vv. 16-17.
(5) They bragged about detailed tithing but ignored more important things—v. 23.

(6) They emphasized ritual cleaning more than actual cleanliness—vv. 25-26.

(7) They emphasized outward appearance, not inward reality—vv. 27-28.

3.
The woes were followed by Jesus’ announcement of their destination: Hell—v. 33.
CONCLUSION


Jesus fearlessly challenged the Pharisees for what they were doing and saying. If He delivered this kind of message in some places today, He would be harshly attacked by the press, the politicians, and the religious leaders. How dare anyone be so judgmental! How dare anyone be so narrow-minded! I think you get the idea. Jesus scolded the religious leaders because He knew that what they were doing was hindering the spread of the truth of God’s love and God’s message of salvation. He would speak the truth today just as He did then. 

Illustration: An Outspoken Man at Church—A young man grew up to be a faithful witness for Jesus Christ. 
The people in his church recognized he was a special person in God’s Kingdom.
 When he was an adult, they chose him to be a deacon in the church.
 He did not change from the humble servant that he had always been.
 He continued witnessing faithfully for His Savior.
 There was a group in the community that hated his constant witnessing.
 They tried to argue with him and make him look foolish, but they failed.
 He became more and more successful in winning people to Jesus Christ.
 Finally, this group decided they could stand it no more and they killed him.
 Even though he was just a young man, he was killed because of his faith in Jesus.
Do you think he should have been wiser in his witnessing for Jesus?
 Do you think he should have been more careful in talking about his faith?
 Do you think he should have considered what might happen?
 What do you REALLY think about this young man?
Do you NOT recognize him?
 It was Steven (in Acts 7)!
 Was his life lived in vain? Was it wasted? 
No! A thousand times, “NO!”
 The day he died marked the beginning of a change in SAUL!
 Saul became PAUL, the most important Christian in the history of the world!
 If Steven had not witnessed faithfully, Paul may have never been saved.
 That is why God deserves faithfulness in EVERY circumstance!

Will you and I speak the truth today? Will we challenge the politicians, the press, the religious leaders with the truth? Of course, not all of these people are evil; but we must raise our voices against those who are. Stand up for what is right—morally and ethically. Do so because you are living a righteous life! Do not be a pretender, a hypocrite, a Pharisee. Be like Jesus! Be like Steven! Bravely speak! The silent majority will soon become the persecuted minority if they do not begin to speak up! Stand up for Jesus!
