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INTRODUCTION


Much to my shame, I have put church members to sleep. I had one particular church member who went to sleep immediately. He never made it through a single introduction. Later, I learned on a home visit that he had a sleep disorder that caused him to fall asleep anytime he became still. His wife felt she should explain his problem since he fell asleep while we were visiting. What a relief! I thought it was just me! Nevertheless, I have given some people—some of you!—a nice nap through the years. Paul had a similar experience in our text. He has been preaching at Troas for a week; and, on Sunday evening, after a big meal, he preaches “on and on” until midnight. Let us examine it and then spiritualize the matter.

I.
EUTYCHUS FALLS ASLEEP DURING PAUL’S PREACHING.

Today, let us do an official investigation of what happened. Call in the CSI team.
1.
The C-ircumstances

(1)
He had a full stomach and was in a warm upstairs 3rd floor room.
(2)
Paul was delivering a long sermon (until midnight).

2.
The S-leeper

(1)
He was sitting in an open window (cool night air).

(2)
Sinking lower and lower, he fell into a deep sleep and fell out the window.

I can hear it now: “Wake up, Eutychus! You might.... Oops! Too late. He fell!”
3.
The I-nvestigation

(1)
Paul checks Eutychus and says he is alive (raised? resuscitated? revived?).

(2)
Paul & the others go back upstairs, eat again, & he preaches until daylight.
As was always true of my sleeping church member, when the preaching ended, the sleeper awoke refreshed. The same happened when Paul finished and left. The people took the sleeper home (“alive”) and were “greatly comforted.”

Our Criminal Investigative Services team found that no crime had been committed and that no charges should be brought against Paul for putting the man to sleep and endangering his life. The team recommended this warning sign be posted at church: “WARNING—PREACHING MAY BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH!”

II.
MODERN-DAY HEARERS ALSO FALL ASLEEP.
1. Some Christians

(1)
Some fall asleep physically and spiritually for whatever reason.
(2)
We become contented, fall into a deep sleep, and sink lower and lower.
“Wake up, Believer! While you sleep, lost loved ones & friends are going to hell!”

Like Rip Van Winkle, we may sleep for 20 years and find the whole world has changed around us. Living in the past, we will have little impact on others. “Wake up and bring comfort to our souls and to others.”
2. All Unbelievers

(1)
Some sleep in church since they are not interested in preaching or religion.

(2)
Most sleep in the world since they are caught up in the cares of this world.

“Wake up, unbeliever, and come alive in Christ! Your soul is in danger of the fire of hell as you sleep! The Second Coming of Jesus draws ever nearer! The Judgment may come upon you with you being unprepared for it! Wake up! Bring comfort to yourself and to those who care about you!”
CONCLUSION


Do NOT fall asleep spiritually! Do not fall asleep in church! Do NOT miss out on His call or His blessings! “God has something to say to you! God has something to say! Listen! Listen! Pay close attention! God has something to say!”

