NUDISTS IN THE CHURCH; OR, WHAT SATAN WANTS 

TO STRIP AWAY FROM EVERY BELIEVER

Genesis 3:1-13

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Several years ago I read a letter in Dear Abby. The person said he was so shy that he could not take off his clothes in front of his wife. Thus, he joined a nudist colony and now was so comfortable with his own body that he could strip on national television. Crazy? Well, what about the swimmers at the beaches and at some swimming pools? Isn’t that same philosophy revealed there? And what about clothes designers who try to reveal more and more with each passing year? God, have mercy on us! But, that is not the end of it all; there are also nudists in the church! It is a result of Satan reaching his goal of stripping us naked.

I.
FOUR THINGS SATAN WANTS TO STRIP AWAY
1. He wants to strip away our belief in God’s Word.

Satan to Eve (v.1): “Did God really say…?” V. 4: “You will not surely die.” 

(1) There is no basis for validating faith.
(2) There is no basis for resisting the world & its attractions (Jesus vs. Satan).
(3) There is no basis for discovering God’s will for our everyday life.
2. He wants to strip away our fellowship with God.

See Adam and Eve hiding from God after listening to Satan (vv. 8 & 10)

(1) There is no basis for receiving sustaining power from on high.
(2) There is a loss of love and respect for God (v. 10—“I was afraid.”).
(3) There is a beginning of dissatisfaction with God.
3. He wants to strip away our relationship with other believers.

V. 7: Their eyes were opened, and they saw each other in a different way.

(1) We lose our love and compassion for others.
(2) We lose our influence.
(3) We lose our ability to win others to Christ.
4. He wants to strip away our respect for ourselves.

V. 7: They saw themselves and were ashamed; they wanted to cover up.

Vv. 12-13: They offered excuses rather than admit their own guiltiness.
(1) We lose our sense of value and direction.
(2) We seek to involve others in our own guiltiness.
(3) We desire to blame others—never self—when caught.
Stripped of these four things, we know that we are naked. We cause God to be ashamed. We bring reproach to the cause of Christ and His Church. We have been stripped of righteousness. We are naked in the church and before the world. 
II.
HOW SATAN STRIPS GOD’S PEOPLE

1. He gets us to focus on secondary issues in religious belief and practice.

V. 3: Eve adds to the Word, or Adam’s teaching (“& you must not touch it”).

(1) We substitute anything for the Gospel.
(2) We emphasize one doctrine above others—baptism, tongues, works, etc.
(3) We believe in a false doctrine.
2. He gets us carried away with worldly ambitions.

V. 5: When you eat… you will be like God….”

(1) We seek power, prominence, and position.
(2) We seek fame or popularity.
(3) We seek to accumulate things.
3. He gets us involved in pleasures of the world.

V. 6: The fruit was “good,” “pleasing,” “desirable.”

(1) We get caught up in the world of sports.
(2) We get caught up in the world of society and party living.
(3) We get caught up in the world of physical, emotional, & intellectual gratification.
4. He gets our feelings hurt at church.

Vv. 12-13: We blame others when we are guilty & are overly sensitive about it!

(1) We pout and cry like little spoiled children.
(2) We look for any reason to justify feeling the way we do.
(3) We cause trouble and quit and talk about the church.
What a tragedy when Satan has successfully stripped us naked in the church and before the world! He has defeated God in our lives! We bring shame to the cause of Christ. We are an embarrassment to the church!

CONCLUSION


We need to realize what Satan’s goal is and how he works. Then, we need to stay close to God. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to empower us against the deceitful tactics of Satan. We need to study God’s Word daily. We need to pray and confess our sins daily. We need to let Jesus live in and through us on a daily basis. We need to be clothed in His righteousness! We should not allow anything to keep us from being faithful and happy in the Lord. Let us never again allow Satan to strip us naked. 

