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INTRODUCTION


In Don Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra writes, “Tell me thy company, and I will tell thee what thou art.” What he is saying is that a person is most easily known and understood by looking at the company he keeps. We have an idiom that expresses the same idea: “Birds of a feather flock together.” Cardinals like to be with cardinals. Sparrows like to be with sparrows. Geese like to be with geese. Bad people like to be with bad people, good people like to be with good people, and Christians like to be with Christians. But what if there is a crossover? What if Christians do not like to be with Christians? What if they prefer to be with non-Christians? What if Christians spend most of their time with non-Christians? Our text deals with just such a problem in Paul’s day. Let us see what he has to say.

I.
THE SETTING OF WHAT HE HAS TO SAY

1. Some people believe that there is no resurrection of the dead.

(1) They believe that this life is all there is.

(2) They believe there is no God—no judgment.

2. Some people live as if there is no resurrection.

(1) They eat and drink—please the senses, or live for pleasure.

(2) They believe that death ends it all—death comes quickly & ends opportunity.

Such people have existed in every age. Quite likely, most people think this way. Some of you here today may think or live as if this is true. This Epicurean philosophy is commonplace throughout the literature of the world. It is summed up in a phrase, carpe diem, or seize the day—that is, do not let the opportunity of the moment pass. It is the same philosophy as, “If it feels good, do it!” It is the world’s attitude.
II.
THE SERIOUSNESS OF WHAT HE HAS TO SAY

1. Unbelievers will lead you away from Jesus Christ and other believers.

 
“Do not be misled” (“by those who are ignorant of God”).

(1) First, “bad company corrupts good character” by influencing what we think.

(2) Then, “bad company corrupts good character” by influencing what we do.

2. Believers will be more likely to help you be faithful to God.

“Come back to your senses, as you ought.”

(1) It is time to start living according to the Word of God: “Stop sinning.”

(2) It is time to stop shaming yourself.

Good people must be aware of the corrupting influence of the thoughts and actions of evil people, especially if they are companions. We are influenced, both directly and indirectly, by the company we keep. Contrary to what we may hope or think, the reality is that, if we keep company with evil people, we will become like them, not the other way around.

CONCLUSION


Paul warns the Corinthian Christians (and us) that we must keep company with good people if we wish to remain good in character. He warns of the danger of evil influence when being with evil people. Thus, we must be sure to keep company with those who believe as we do, think as we do, and act as we do. A Christian who chooses to live life apart from Christian people is a fool (see Hebrews 10:25). We are told to have fellowship with whose who walk in the light (of Jesus Christ), not to walk in darkness with those who do not know Him. When we become believers, we must seek to change our former companions to our new way of life in Jesus Christ. However, if they will not change, we must choose new friends and companions who reflect this new way of life. Illustration: Prince Hal and Falstaff

