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INTRODUCTION


Doing God’s will is the most important thing in life for you and me. Someone always asks, “But how can we know God’s will?” Another may ask, “Is it not presumptuous on our part to think we can know God’s will?” The answer to this last question is a resounding “yes.” We cannot know God’s will. Human reason is insufficient to discover it. Thus, God, in His infinite wisdom, has acted in our behalf to insure that we can know and, therefore, do His will. Let us think briefly about knowing and doing God’s will.

I.
GOD DISCLOSES

1. God discloses Himself to us.

(1) God reminds us Who He is: “I am God.”

(2) God reminds us that He is the only God: “There is no other.”

(3) God reminds us that He is unique: “There is none like me.”

2. God discloses His will, His plan, to us.

(1) His will is definite, shall continue to stand, and will be pleasing.

(2) God will be faithful to His word in all that He does.

(3) God will do what he proposes and discloses.

II.
MAN DISPOSES

1. Jesus, as a human being, disposed (carried out) the will of God.

(1) Jesus sought to please God in everything He did: “By myself I can do nothing…. I seek not to please myself but Him who sent me” (John 5:30).
(2) Jesus sought to obey God in everything He did: “I love the Father and ... I do exactly what my Father commands me” (John 14:31).
(3) Jesus reminds His disciples to depend upon Him: “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
2. We, as human beings, are to dispose (carry out) the will of God.

(1) There is a purpose for all of our actions: “Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).
(2) There is no limit to our actions: “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength” (Phil 4:13).
(3) There is the need for permission for us to act: “This will we do if God permits” (Heb 6:1-3).
CONCLUSION


Knowing the will of God does not mean we will carry it out in our lives. Planning to do God’s will does not insure that we will get to do it. We must carry out God’s will in His time, not at our convenience. James reminds us of the uncertainty of life: “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15). To work in God’s time is to insure the working of God’s will in our lives and to influence those around us. 


Illustration: Riding a bus to school one morning, I saw cars slow down on the other side of the 10-lane street in Kuri. One by one, each lane repeated the routine. Finally, the driver beside us, who was going the same direction we were, also slowed down. Then, I saw the cause: a dog strolling casually across that street. Our bus driver slowed down, as did the next two lanes on our right. Only one lane left to complete the dog’s plan to cross the street. However, that driver did not notice in time. The dog safely passed the front left wheel, but the back right wheel ended its journey. It had no idea that its life would end that day. 

However, “the best-laid plans oft go astray!” That is how it is with our plans when we do not consult God. Without God, our journey is no safer or guaranteed to be any more successful than that of the dog. As God discloses His plan to us, let us dispose that plan!
