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INTRODUCTION


There are several qualities that are to be present in the lives of the Children of God. Paul calls them the fruit of the Spirit. The first fruit is love. The second is joy. The third is peace. Peace may be defined as an abiding sense of inner security (or calmness) that is based upon the powerful presence of the Living Lord in our lives. Because of this powerful presence, we experience the loving care and guidance of God. We know that Heaven is our eternal home. We have confidence that God will make the worst of circumstances work for our good (Romans 8:28). Therefore, inner peace is appropriate throughout all of life.  

I.
WE CAN HAVE PEACE IN THE MIDST OF DESIRABLE SECURITY!
1. We have an inner peace in the midst of an outward security.

2. We have an inner calm because of the presence of the Living Lord.

3. We have a sense of security in spite of the uncertainties of life.

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).
II.
WE CAN HAVE PEACE IN THE MIDST OF DIFFICULT STRUGGLES!

1. We have an inner peace in the midst of life’s struggles.

2. We have an inner calm because of the presence of the Living Lord.

3. We have a sense of security in spite of the unexpected circumstances of life.

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:26-27).
II.
WE CAN HAVE PEACE IN THE MIDST OF DANGEROUS SITUATIONS!

1. We have an inner peace in the midst of hostile circumstances.

2. We have an inner calm because of the presence of our Living Lord.

3. We have a sense of security in spite of the unpredictability of facing death.


“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). 

CONCLUSION


Anyone can have inner peace in times of outward security; but we, as God’s Children, should also experience peace in daily struggles and in times of danger. We have an abiding sense of inner peace that is based upon the powerful presence of the Living Lord. We have learned by experience that God’s loving care is unchanging toward us. We have learned by experience that God is trustworthy, always working to bring Romans 8:28 to fulfillment in our lives. Thus, we can truly experience peace in all of the circumstances of life! Illustration of the Little Girl and Lightning
The rationale for having the fruit of the Spirit, including peace, is found in verses 24-25: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live in the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

“My peace I give unto you. It’s a peace that the world cannot give.

It’s a peace that the world cannot understand.

Peace to know! Peace to live! My peace I give unto you!”
