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INTRODUCTION


The fruit of the Spirit are qualities that are to be present in the lives of the Children of God. The first fruit is love. I think it comes first because it is the most important of all fruit in the Christian life. Love may be defined as an attachment or bond that one person feels for another (or for some thing). Among persons, this love is usually a unique bond that they do not share in the same way with others. It is a commitment of the mind as much as it is an emotion of the heart. We form different kinds of loving relationships throughout life. These various loving relationships may have a variety of causes and effects, some not healthy. 


These loving relationships should be influenced by our relationship with God. In other words, our normal human-type love becomes the God-like love (agape). Let us examine how love changes in the presence of the Holy Spirit.

I.
LOVE FOR SPOUSE OR SWEETHEART

1. Love is based upon the priority of the beloved, not selfish interests.

2. Love is a commitment, an act of the will, to be faithful to the beloved.

3. Love seeks to do only good, not evil, for the beloved.

Such a relationship centers upon Jesus Christ, not worldly desires. As God’s love for us is unconditional, so our love for our beloved must be unconditional. As nothing can break our relationship of love with God (see Romans 8:35-39), so nothing should break our relationship with our beloved.

II.
LOVE FOR BROTHER OR SISTER (BOTH PHYSICAL & SPIRITUAL)

1. Love is based upon consideration of the other, not just self.

2. Love is a commitment to serve one another in a spirit of humility.

3. Love seeks to do only good, not evil, for the beloved.

Such a relationship centers upon Jesus Christ, not worldly desires. Our brothers and sisters are precious to God and to us. We should be careful to encourage each loving relationship and do nothing to damage it. There is no basis for selfish ambition or hunger for power. Rather, we are to serve one another in the same spirit and attitude of Jesus Christ. We must value others more highly than ourselves.

III.
LOVE FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN (BOTH PHYSICAL & SPIRITUAL)

1. Love should be based upon a healthy respect for one another.

2. Love is a commitment to love in all circumstances.

3. Love seeks to do only good, not evil, for the beloved.

Such a relationship centers upon Jesus Christ, not worldly desires. Love and respect demand efforts by both sides. Parents and children must learn to deal with one another in the attitude and Spirit of Jesus Christ. We must learn to encourage and help one another, not discourage and frustrate one another. Each relationship should center upon our relationship with Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION


We must learn that love seeks the highest good of others, even if they reject us. Love causes a person to give of self, one’s all, for the good of the beloved, even if the beloved gives nothing in return. The Holy Spirit enables us to see that we must make God the focus, the center, of all of our relationships. No relationship is excluded. The self-giving love of Jesus Christ is to be the model for all of our relationships. 

The rationale for having the fruit of the Spirit, especially love, is found in verses 24-26: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live in the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”

