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INTRODUCTION


Today, we celebrate Pentecost, the day when the Holy Spirit broke in upon the first Church. I want to refresh our memory and our understanding of the great significance of this day. I want us to go over the preparation for His coming, the people involved in that coming, the pattern of the coming, and the power of the coming. My Friends, I want to remind you that, when God comes, He always comes in power and glory! Let us examine this first day of Pentecost for the Church.

I.
THE PREPARATION FOR PENTECOST

1.
The promise of His coming is mentioned by Jesus Himself (John 14; Acts 1).

2.
The prayer for His coming lasted for 10 days (from the ascension to Pentecost).

When God promises to do something special, His people become excited as they anticipate when and what will happen. They get caught up in the moment and begin to pray earnestly as they eagerly await His coming. 
II.
THE PEOPLE OF PENTECOST
1. The people are united in purpose (praying for the same thing).

2. The people are united in place (all meeting together).

The people are so excited about what God will do that they pray and fast. They are united in spirit and in thought. They can think of nothing—except what God is about to do! They live for that moment when He will come in power! At the same time, the world is wrapped up in itself, unaware that something unique is about to happen.
III.
THE PATTERN OF PENTECOST

1. The people heard a surprising sound (a violent wind).

2. The people saw a surprising sight (fiery tongues rested on each person’s shoulder).

The coming of the Holy Spirit was so unusual in sight and sound that everyone came running to see what was happening! They were surprised to hear these uneducated men speaking in foreign languages—their languages—and listened in awe.
IV.
THE POWER OF PENTECOST

1. The preacher preached a prophetic message (Joel 2:28-32).

2. The preacher preached a powerful message (all understood and 3000 saved).

When God visits His people and they allow Him to use them to carry out His work, great things happen. Many of the listeners heard the Gospel, the truth of salvation made possible through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ, for the first time. They could not resist the glorious truth of salvation made available  in Jesus Christ.
CONCLUSION


When God says He is going to do something special, His people become excited and begin to anticipate His coming. When God does come to visit His people, there are glorious results. Preaching improves! Understanding improves! Response improves! People are stirred in heart and mind and seek salvation. Believers are drawn back to their first love. People go away changed forever. That is what Pentecost is all about! My Friends, we need to relive this experience so that we might be renewed and changed in heart and mind.
“Come, Holy Spirit, I need you!

Come, sweet Spirit, I pray.

Come in Your strength and Your power;

Come in Your own gentle way.”
