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INTRODUCTION


When Jesus made the claim of His pre-existence before coming to earth at birth, He was first ridiculed, then attacked with stones by His enemies. Jesus never shied away from the truth of Who He was. He was the eternal Lord of Glory, the Son of God, the Heavenly Creator, and soon-to-be Suffering Servant on the cross, the Savior of the world, and much more. This is Jesus—the One whose resurrection we celebrate today. Let us examine some of the glorious details of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I.
THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF JESUS

1.
Abraham saw Jesus’ day and rejoiced (Genesis 22, especially vv. 8, 23).

V. 8—“Abraham answered [his son], ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering.’” V. 23—“On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”

2.
Actually, Jesus existed in the beginning of time and was co-creator (John 1:1-3).


“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
3.
Jesus appeared to the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3, especially vv. 24-25).

“‘Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?’ They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.’ He said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.’”
II.
THE PROPHECY OF JESUS’ DEATH

1. The Psalmist prophesied of the horrible death by crucifixion (22, esp. vv. 16-18).
“Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”

2. The prophet Isaiah prophesied of the Messiah’s death (read Isaiah 53).

3. Jesus prophesied of His own death (Luke 18:31-33).
Jesus told His disciples, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”
III.
THE POST-EXISTENCE OF JESUS

1. Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to over 500 people (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).
2. Jesus now is seated at the right hand of God in Heaven (Acts 2:34-35, Romans 8:34, Ephesians 1:20, Hebrews 1:3).

3. Jesus prophesied that He would come again (Matthew 24, Luke 17:22-36; 21:5-36, Acts 1:6-11).
CONCLUSION


Jesus is eternal God. Therefore, He existed before He came to earth. He was busy working in creation, in the history of the world—both OT and NT times, and even now intercedes for us with the Father. Death could not hold Him in the grave! What is more: He is coming again to take us to be with Him forever in Heaven! 

“O Hallelujah! O What a Savior!
His heart was broken for you and me!

His hands were nail-scarred; His side was riven!

He gave His life’s blood for you and me!”
