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INTRODUCTION


Today, we will consider the parable of the tares (or weeds). Remember, a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning of His stories. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. Let us consider this interesting story.

I. 
THE EXTERNAL MEANING: EARTHLY
1. The farmer sowed good seed.

(1) The farmer carefully separated the good seed from the wild seed.

(2) The farmer carefully separated the good seed from the bad seed.

2. The enemy sowed wild seed (Bearded Darnel).
(1) An enemy exists in every area of life.

(2) The enemy seeks to defeat all of our good efforts.

3. The wise farmer knew: when to separate the wheat from the weeds.
(1) Untimely separation destroys the good with the bad—roots grow together.

(2) Timely separation saves the good (edible) and destroys the bad (unsafe to eat).

Thus, at harvest time, the good seed (which produces golden, edible grain) is separated from the bad seed (which produces gray, inedible, poisonous grain).
II.
THE INTERNAL MEANING: SPIRITUAL (See Matthew 13:36-43)

1. The primary actors represent spiritual beings.
(1) The farmer represents God (the Son).

(2) The enemy represents Satan.

2. The matured seeds represent human beings.
(1) The seeds/wheat represent the followers of Jesus Christ.

(2) The wild seeds/weeds represent the followers of Satan in God’s field (Church).

3. The time of separation represents judgment.
(1) Man is not qualified to separate the good seed from the bad (similarity).


It is impossible to know an unbeliever’s future or a believer’s motives!
(2) God will separate the good from the bad in the light of His perfect wisdom.

III.
THE ETERNAL MEANING: APPLICATION
1. The first lesson is that life is a struggle.
(1) God and Satan are involved in a war.

(2) We are the battleground.

2. The second lesson is that it is difficult to separate (judge) the good and the evil.
(1) Satan pretends to be God and often deceives us.


However, God will never lead us to do anything against the Bible!
(2) Satan’s followers pretend to be Christians and often deceive us.


Do not listen to anyone who suggests anything that goes against the Bible!
3. The third lesson is that we must let God be God.
(1) Man cannot judge others because of limited knowledge (motives, intentions).

(2) Man must be faithful to God while living alongside of pretenders.

CONCLUSION


Let us not be judgmental of others. Let us not be pretenders, or hypocrites. Let us be followers of Jesus Christ in word and deed. At the same time, let us beware of the pretenders who seek to deceive us, to lead us away from truth, to lead us away from life in Christ, to enslave us once more to their father (Satan). Let us never forget that God and Satan are at war and that we are the battleground. Who is winning the war in your life?

