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INRODUCTION


Jesus told many parables, or earthly stories with heavenly meanings. The best way to understand the parable is to first understand the setting in which he told it. In this parable, the setting is a conversation with a man who wants his brother to divide an inheritance with him. Jesus sees the problem as one of basic greed. He warns him, and all who hear Him, about the danger of “all kinds of greed.” He warns us to be watchful and guard against greed. He reminds us that life is not to be judged by the abundance of things that we possess. Then, He tells the parable of the rich farmer. Let us consider the message that Jesus was teaching.

I.
THE FOOL AND HIS FOLLY
1. The fool considers only himself.

(1) He hoards his good crops to himself by building bigger barns for storage.

(2) He considers only how his future life will become “easy.”

2. The fool never considers others.

(1) He keeps the extra for himself rather than consider the needs of others.

(2) He never surveys the needs of the neighbors who live around him.

3. The fool never considers God.

(1) He never thinks about God when times are good.

(2) He never gives thanks to God for the good times.


The fool has a vision problem. His vision is mirror vision. He can only see himself

and his own needs and desires. He never looks beyond his own interests. He never

shows any concern for others. He never thinks of showing gratitude to God. He

always thinks he is personally responsible for his own success. He is a fool!

II. 
THE FOOL AND HIS FATE
1. God calls him what he is: a fool!

(1) He is an unbeliever—either by choice, or by careless oversight.

(2) He is an unwise person—although he thinks he is very wise!

2. God calls him to an accounting: at death!

(1) The night of death (and judgment) is at hand—“this very night.”

(2) The night of death separates him from all that he valued—success and ease.

3. God calls him an example: avoid such a life!

(1) The night comes quickly for the person who lives only for himself.

(2) The night comes quickly for the person who is not rich toward God. 


For those who do not consider God, the fool is judged to be wise. For those of us who

know there IS a God, we know that judgment follows death. We understand the

importance of living for God and caring for others. We realize that we cannot live

happily and at ease when some around us are hurting. We understand that our eternal

rewards are closely connected to our having and showing a loving concern for others.

CONCLUSION


Two truths stand out in this parable. First, having riches is not the problem. The problem is with the attitude the person has toward his riches and towards others. Second, every person must give an accounting of his life before Almighty God. It is not how much you have; it is what you do with what you have that determines your evaluation by the Eternal Judge. How do you use your possessions—your blessings from God? Do you hoard them for yourself? Or do you share them with others? Are you grateful to God? Or do you think you have earned them by your own wisdom and efforts? Are you like the rich farmer? Or are you like the Master—the One telling the parable?


Illustration: A farmer and his roadside stand

