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INTRODUCTION


Did you ever know someone with a lot of potential who always seemed to be looking for trouble? What a tragedy it is when such a person fails to reach full potential! Of course, every human being has strengths and weaknesses. Successful people learn to maximize their strengths & minimize their weaknesses. Persons fail because they give in to their weaknesses.
I.
SAMSON WAS A PERSON WITH GREAT POTENTIAL.

1. He was blessed with God’s presence.

(1) In a time of danger, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him” (14:6). 

(2) In a time of dispute, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him” (14:19).

(3) In a time of despair, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him” (15:14).

2. He was blessed with great power.

(1) He overcame a lion with his bare hands (14:6).

(2) He overcame those who came between his wife and him (14:19).

(3) He overcame those who killed his wife and father-in-law (15:15).


There can be no doubt that Samson had the presence and power of God. There can be no doubt that he was a great man of God. His strengths were that he believed in and trusted his God to help him in time of need. But, like you and me, he had weaknesses.
II.
SAMSON WAS A PERSON WHO WAS LOOKING FOR TROUBLE.

1. He foolishly overlooked the dangers of life.

(1) He ignored the advice of his parents about dangerous practices (14:3).

(2) He ignored the enemies who threatened his life and his people (chs. 14-15).

(3) He ignored the dangerous deceitfulness of his companions (chs. 14-15).

2. He foolishly overlooked the dangers of love.

(1) He saw a young Philistine woman and wanted her for his wife (14:1-2).

(2) He saw a prostitute, a Philistine, and wanted her (16:1).

(3) He fell in love with another Philistine woman, named Delilah (16:4).


Samson was a person with much potential in God’s Kingdom. However, he was a foolish man. He could not, or would not, control his wandering eyes. He always seemed to be looking for trouble. Looking for trouble instead of looking for God’s presence and power cost Samson both God’s power and God’s presence.
CONCLUSION


Samson discovered the truth the hard way. He learned by experience that looking at anything other than God is very costly. First, it cost him God’s presence & power. However, he was not aware that “the Lord had left him” (16:20). His looking for trouble cost him dearly, for it also cost him his eyes. He could no longer look for trouble in the wrong places! 


You cannot find help for life’s struggles in the wrong places! You cannot find help for life’s struggles in a boyfriend or a girlfriend! You can only find help for life’s struggles in the Heavenly Father. It is God’s presence and power that enable you to fulfill your potential—not some other place or some other person! You need God to guide, encourage, and strengthen you. Stop looking for trouble as Samson did. Start looking for God. 


Illustration: A photographer was assigned to take pictures of a raging forest fire. He was told that a small plane would be waiting to take him up at the local airport. He got to the airstrip just before sundown; and, sure enough, there was a small Cessna waiting. He jumped in with his equipment and shouted, "Let's go!" The man sitting in the pilot's seat swung the plane into the wind, and soon they were flying erratically through the air. "Fly over the north side of the fire," said the photographer, "and make several low-level passes." "Why?" asked the pilot. "Because I'm going to take pictures!" yelled the photographer. "That's what photographers do!" The pilot replied, "You mean you're not the flight instructor?"

Like Samson, both were looking for help from the wrong persons! Let us not look to the wrong person or the wrong thing for help and strength! Let us look to God at all times!
