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INTRODUCTION


In Numbers 13-14, we read of the Israelites having reached the border of the Promised Land. It is there that they decided to send spies into the land. Moses chose one person from each tribe to go spy out the land and map out a plan of attack. The spies came back with a mixed report, and the people complained against God. Now, about 45 years later, we read that Caleb, one of the spies, had a dream of something better than that which others saw. 
I.
WHAT CALEB AND THE OTHER SPIES SAW (see Numbers chapters 13-14)

1.   The ten spies emphasized the obstacles in spite of the possibilities.

(1) The people are powerful, and the cities are fortified.

(2) The children of Anak (the giants) are there.


(3) The land devours those living in it.

(4) Everywhere you look, there are obstacles that are too big to overcome.

(5) We seem like tiny grasshoppers compared to them!


2.   The two spies (Caleb/Joshua) emphasized the possibilities in stead of the obstacles.

(1) We should go up and take possession of the land.


(2) If the Lord is pleased with us, He will lead us into and give us that land!


(3) Do not rebel against the Lord.


(4) Do not be afraid.


(5) Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us!


You know how the people rebelled against God, how they wandered in the wilderness for 40 long years. Now, they have entered the Promised Land; and Caleb reminds Joshua of Moses’ promise that he could choose his own homeland. Caleb, now 85, is allowed to choose. What do you think he will choose—a nice, safe place in a fertile valley? Will he sit in a rocking chair and rest for the rest of his days? NO!  Not Caleb!
II.
WHAT CALEB CHOOSES (Our Text)

1.   Caleb’s Thought: I still have the abilities God gave me & the God who gave them.

(1) I am still as strong today as when Moses sent me out 45 years ago.


(2) I am just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.


(3) I have been dreaming about the time when I could fulfill God’s Will!

(4) I have been dreaming about how I would fight the giants!

(5) I have been dreaming about how I would overthrow the walled cities.


2.   Caleb’s Choice: “Give me this mountain” (KJV), (the hill country around Hebron).

(1) Give me this mountain that all others feared & caused our people to sin!


(2) Give me this mountain that offers the biggest challenge to our taking the land.


(3) Give me this mountain with its giants!


(4) Give me this mountain with its fortified cities!


(5) Give me this mountain with its vicious enemies of God!


Caleb wants the biggest challenge of all. WHY? He had a dream that, with God’s help, he could easily defeat the enemy of God. For 45 years, he had dreamed of that mountain. He would have nothing else for his inheritance! Joshua 15:13-14 records that he drove out those fearful giants! He had a dream, and his dream became reality!
CONCLUSION


Do you want to be like Caleb? Dream big dreams! Never fear the giants! Never fear the fortified cities! Never fear the enemies of God! Our God is a great God! There is none like Him! There is none that can stand against Him! When you walk with God, talk with God, and have fellowship with God for many years in hard places as Caleb did, you will also be able to accomplish great things! Regardless of your color, your gender, your size, your age, your position in life, you can do great things when you allow God to work through you! No position is too difficult! No struggle is too great to overcome! No suffering is too great to bear! No challenge is too large! Dream like Caleb! Never give up hope, regardless of the obstacles!
