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INTRODUCTION


Last week, we talked about “Abuse of Freedom and the Righteous.” This week, I want us to think about how freedom can be abused by the wicked. As you already know, God made us free moral agents with free will—i.e., we have the ability to choose to do right or wrong. Now, God wants us to do right; but He will not force us to do it. Many in our world choose to do evil. If you want to see how evil some people are, just type in “Satan” in the search box in Yahoo! You will be shocked at what you see. Some people are evil; there is no other way to describe them. Such people do evil deeds and thrive on getting good people to join them. People have always been this way. A casual reading of the story of Lot and the folk at Sodom and Gomorrah reflects this truth. So what can we say about wicked people?

I.
WICKED PEOPLE HAVE A WICKED MINDSET (VS. 2-4)!

1. They have no concern for truth: They lie, they flatter, they deceive.

2. They have no concern for keeping the law (if it does not suit them). 

3. They claim to have no master, but their master is Satan.

They are wicked in word and deed. They say whatever is necessary to get their way.  They do what pleases themselves, regardless of the law. Their ways defy God. Truly, they are servants of Satan!
II.
WICKED PEOPLE HAVE A WICKED LIFESTYLE (VS. 5-7)!

1. They oppress the weak; they take advantage of and exploit them.

2. They oppress the poor; they add to their suffering.

3. They oppress the believer; they hate Christian thinking and Christian virtues.

Wicked people have no love for those who disagree with them. They oppress those who do not think as they do. Such wicked people abound in every culture on every continent. You run into them in politics, in the media, in the classroom, and on the streets! Satan insures that they are located everywhere that a Christian might turn. And, yes, they are even located in the church as we mentioned last week.

III.
WICKED PEOPLE HAVE A WICKED ATTITUDE (V. 8)!

1. They hide themselves when they are few in number.

2. They become bold when they become more numerous.

3. They openly parade their evil ways when “what is vile is honored among men.”

If Hollywood has taught us anything, it is that wickedness can be shown to be an honorable and acceptable lifestyle when paraded on the open screen for a long enough time. I first read about this desensitizing process in the 1960s. First, they present wickedness as comical (something to be laughed at). Then, wicked people are shown in a sympathetic light so that we feel sorry for them (and identify with their suffering, etc.). Finally, wicked people are shown as normal people who are capable of becoming heroic, given the right circumstances. Then, they have us! We are hooked into the same mindset! We have seen this change of attitude among common folk in the areas of sex outside of marriage, having affairs and getting divorced, and homosexuality. Yet, all of these activities and lifestyles are condemned in the Bible!

CONCLUSION


If you are having uncomfortable or negative feelings about this sermon, you have been (or are about to be) sucked into the belief system of the wicked people of this world! The wicked may strut about for a while without any negative affects in their lives. But you can be sure that God will send punishment, just as he rained down burning sulfur upon the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. I have preached on this subject today to let you know how the wicked people of this world work and what can easily happen to us if we are not wise to their ways.  

