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INTRODUCTION


We who have freedom should work to insure that all persons enjoy freedom in this world. Unfortunately, many persons choose to abuse that freedom by choosing to live an evil lifestyle. They actually oppress others, thus using their freedom to take away the freedom of others. Similarly, the reality of our situation as Children of God is that Christ has set us free and desires that we enjoy and proclaim freedom. Unfortunately, some Christians also choose to abuse that freedom by using it in ways that are harmful to others. That is the thesis of what Paul is saying in our text. Let us see how Christians may abuse their freedom in Jesus Christ.

I.
THE PROBLEM IN THE TEXT

1. Some Christians have gained a mature knowledge that frees them.

(1) They know that idols are not gods since there is only one true God.

(2) They know that meat offered to idols cannot harm them if they eat it.

(3) They know that all created things come from God.

(4) They know that all created things come through Jesus Christ.

2. Some Christians have an immature knowledge and do not have much freedom.

(1) They remember that they once worshipped at the altars of these idols.

(2) They remember that the priests blessed the sacrifices offered to these idols.

(3) They remember that eating the sacrificial food was a part of the worship.

(4) They remember that Jesus Christ died to deliver them from idol worship.

The problem is that mature Christians have a freedom that immature Christians do not yet understand. The immature see the others eating meat offered to idols and may choose to do so also. However, weaker Christians may feel guilty for doing so; or, worse, they may even be drawn back into idol worship because of being so weak. 

II.
THE MEANING OF THE TEXT

1. Paul’s message to the weak, or immature: Grow up? NO! NO MESSAGE!
2. Paul’s message to the strong, or mature:

(1) Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up!

(2) Having the freedom to eat sacrificial food does not bring us nearer to God.

(3) If our freedom causes a brother to stumble, we have sinned against Christ.

(4) True wisdom is giving up our freedom in order to protect a weaker brother.

Paul wants us to understand that enjoying freedom involves more than having a mature knowledge. It means that we must be mature enough to NOT use our freedom when it might hurt someone else. Paul said he would never eat any meat again if it caused a weaker brother to fall into sin.

CONCLUSION


What have you given up for Jesus Christ? What have you chosen to give up in order not to offend a weaker Christian? What is there in your life that might offend another believer? Are you aware of some weak Christian that is watching your life? Are you even aware that there IS someone watching YOU? 

Illustration of my high school friend: Jimmy was a classmate of mine. Sitting together in church one Sunday, he leaned over and told me something that shocked me. He said he had been watching me and that he thought I was a good example to follow. Knowing the truth about my inconsistent life, I confess I was a little ashamed. A couple of years later, I learned that he was in jail. I felt sad and wondered if he might have seen my inconsistent lifestyle and turned away from Christianity. I have not seen or heard anything about him since, but I learned a great lesson. I learned the importance of living a consistent, loving life because someone is always watching. Friends, listen: Someone is watching you, too!
