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INTRODUCTION


Last week, we talked about the manner of prayer. We are not to pray as the hypocrites and pagans do. Attitude of the heart is important, not how loud or how long we pray. We also learned that private prayer is more powerful than public prayer. Today, we will consider the purpose of prayer as taught by Jesus in His Model Prayer.

I.
THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER IS TO PRAISE GOD (v. 9).


“Hallowed be your name”

1. God’s name is holy.

2. God’s name is to be respected, revered.

God is worthy of praise. We should praise Him every day. We should respect God because He is God. We should revere His Holy Name. This respect and reverence for God is not just an absence of cursing; it is the presence of blessing.

II.
THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER IS TO FIND GOD’S WILL (v. 10).


“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”

1. We pray that God’s Kingdom might come here on earth.

2. We pray that God’s Will might be done here on earth, just as it is done in heaven.

We need to understand that prayer does not seek to change God’s Will. Rather, prayer seeks to discover God’s Will so that we can change our direction and work to extend His Kingdom here on earth. Remember, God wants to reveal His Will.

III.
THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER IS TO ASK FOR DAILY PROVISION (v. 11).


“Give us today our daily bread”

1. We pray for our daily bread.

2. We pray for our daily needs.

We have needs every day. Without God’s loving care and provision, we will be unable to survive very long. The world is not hospitable; worldly people can be very dangerous. We need God’s guidance and care every day.

IV.
THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER IS TO ASK FOR DELIVERANCE (vv. 12-13).


“Forgive us our debts” “Deliver us from the evil one”

1. We pray for forgiveness for our sins.

2. We pray for deliverance from the evil one—i.e., Satan.

Satan comes in many forms and in many different ways to seek to tempt, defeat, and destroy us. We must be alert to his efforts. But we need the presence and power of God if we are to overcome and be delivered.

CONCLUSION


In this Model Prayer, Jesus sets forth the purpose of prayer. Of course, there are many reasons to pray; but prayers related to oneself tend to fit into one of these four categories. God wants us to pray. He wants us to pray appropriately. He wants us to praise Him, for He alone is worthy of our praise. He wants us to know His Will and to seek to do it in order to extend His Kingdom here on earth. He wants us to ask for our daily provisions, whatever our needs may be. He wants us to pray for forgiveness of sin and for deliverance from the evil one. Our God wants us to invite Him to be involved in all areas of our lives. Do you ask Him to be involved?
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