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INTRODUCTION

For many years, Korean Christianity has served as a model of prayer to all Christians. Early dawn prayer meetings have been a practice for many years. Friday night prayer services have also been a common practice. Times of praying occur during most worship services.

After having seen firsthand the practice of prayer in Korea, I would like to make an observation. Much still seems to be misunderstood about prayer. The pattern for our praying—indeed for all of life—should be found in Jesus Christ. In the Model Prayer, Jesus has taught us about both the manner and purpose of prayer. Today, I want us to think about the manner of prayer.

I.
HOW WE ARE NOT TO PRAY

1. Do not pray so that others will admire you—“like the hypocrites” (v. 5). 

(1) They love to pray.

(2) They love to pray standing in public places: synagogues and street corners.

(3) They love to be seen by others.

They have already received their reward in full. Their reward for their prayers is the praise of man—not the blessing of God.

2. Do not pray meaningless prayers—“like the pagans” (v. 7).

(1) They babble—speak meaningless words (maybe in their language or another).

(2) They keep on babbling—repeating requests, words, or nonsense sounds.

(3) They expect to be heard because of their many words.

Do not be like them. God will not listen to their babbling!

II.
HOW WE ARE TO PRAY
1. Pray in private (v. 6).

(1) Go into your room—no one to hear.

(2) Close your door—no distractions.

(3) Pray to your Father—prayer is spoken to God, not to anyone else.

Public prayer has its place, but private prayer is where real prayer occurs.

2. Pray with expectation (vv. 6, 8).

(1) God knows what you need.

(2) God knows what you need before you ask.

(3) God wants you to ask in prayer.

When you pray in secret, God will see and hear and reward you appropriately.

CONCLUSION


Do not be like the hypocrites and pagans. You should not voice your most intimate prayer requests in the hearing or sight of others. Furthermore, you do not have to convince God to grant your requests. There is no value in long prayers or loud prayers. Stop babbling! Simply pray and believe that God wants to hear your prayers and stands ready to bless you as you come to Him in prayer. Simple! Direct! Personal! Private! That sums up the manner of prayer that pleases God and receives His blessings! Now that you know, I encourage you to practice it in your daily life.


Illustration: When it came time for dessert to be served, 7-year-old Billy said, "I want the biggest piece!" His mother scolded him, saying, "It's not polite to ask for the biggest piece." He looked at her, confused, and said, "Then how DO you get it?" The question of manners aside, Billy had a point. If you don't ask for something, how can you get it? James said, “You do not have, because you do not ask God” (James 4:2). In this same passage he also warns against asking with the wrong motives. We certainly do not want to do that, but that does not mean that we should stop asking altogether. Is there something you need? Is there something you hope for? Is it pleasing to God? Then do not hesitate to ask!
