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INTRODUCTION


How do you define love? It is impossible to define it precisely as words are inadequate. However, you can recognize it when you are experiencing it. Paul describes love for us in an unusual way in our text. He describes love as being four-dimensional in nature. As you know, this world is typically described as being three-dimensional. Let us see what Paul has to say about love—in particular, the love of Christ which surpasses all knowledge.

I.
THE DIMENSIONS OF LOVE—v. 18

1. Paul’s first dimension is the Width of Love.
(1) God’s love caused Him to send His only begotten Son into the world.

(2) God’s love stretches across all of time and the whole universe.

(3) God’s love is wide enough to include even those who hated and killed Jesus.
2. Paul’s second dimension is the Length of Love.
(1) God’s love caused the Eternal God to enter the temporal world.

(2) God’s love made His creative plan extend through eternity’s span.

(3) God’s love extends from the cradle to the grave.

3. Paul’s third dimension is the Depth of Love.
(1) God’s love reaches all the way down from Heaven to earth.

(2) God’s love reaches all the way down into the slums and gutters.

(3) God’s love reaches all the way down into the grave.

4. Paul’s fourth dimension is the Height of Love.
(1) God’s love reaches all the way up to the Cross.

(2) God’s love reaches all the way up to the penthouses and the palaces.

(3) God’s love reaches all the way up from the grave to Heaven.

II.
WHAT GOD’S LOVE DOES—vv. 16-20

1. He gives according to “His glorious riches.”

2. He strengthens us with Holy Spirit power in our “inner being.”

3. Christ dwells in our hearts “through faith.”

4. We are confirmed in our faith: “rooted and established in love” and “filled to the measure of all of the fullness of God.”

5. God gives generously: “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.”

III.
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE—vv. 18-21

1. We are to understand and practice the dimensions of love.
2. We are to know this love so that we can experience God fully.
3. We are to bring glory to God throughout all generations.

CONCLUSION


Do you know the love of God experientially? Are you demonstrating the love of God to people in our generation? Are you bringing glory to God by the way you live? If you and I do not do so, who will show the love of God? Will our family, friends, and neighbors know the love of God because we showed His love in our relationships with them and others? How are you showing God’s love today, right now? Illustration: People Are Important

A woman told about an experience in nursing school. The professor gave a pop quiz. She had no problem until she read the last one: “What is the first name of the woman who cleans the school?” She had seen the cleaning woman several times: tall, dark-haired, and in her 50s. Her name? No clue! She left that question blank. Later, one student asked if the last question would count. “Absolutely,” said the professor. “In your careers, you will meet many people. All are significant. They deserve your attention and care, even if all you do is smile and say ‘hello.’” She never forgot that lesson, and the woman’s name was Dorothy. LOVE IN ACTION! That is the key to a joy-filled life, a life filled with relationships of shared love!
