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INTRODUCTION


Why should we talk about the birth of John when it is time to think of the birth of Jesus? Why is John so important? What is so special about his life? What makes him unique? 

Were his parents rich or famous? No! Was John going to be rich? No! Was John going to be famous? Yes, he would be famous in an unusual way. Let us see why John would be famous then and now? We can see the answer in five statements using “he will . . . .”

I. HE WILL BE A JOY AND A DELIGHT TO HIS PARENTS!

1. There is nothing special in this statement.

2. There is nothing special in this statement—unless you are the parents!

We are living in a time when many children no longer bring joy. Rather, they are burdens for the parents. They show no love or respect and bring much heartache and misery. May God grant that all of our children will bring us joy and delight.

II. HE WILL BE GREAT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD!

1. Some parents want their children to be great in the sight of the world.

2. Wise parents want their children to be great in the sight of God.

To be great in the world is to have everyone serving you. However, to be great in the Kingdom of God means for you to serve everyone else. Which do you prefer?

III. HE WILL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT!

1. He would live his life according to God’s will.

2. He would live his life in the power of God.

Being filled with the Spirit is much more than some seem to think. It is much more than speaking in tongues or praying in the Spirit. It means living life in the will of God and in the power of God and influencing others to do the same.

IV. HE WILL BRING MANY PEOPLE BACK TO GOD!

1. He would show people the errors of their ways and lead them to repent.

2. He would cause people to think about the mighty acts of God and to dream again.

Great ministers cause people to think about the power of God. Great ministers cause people to dare to dream that God might do a mighty work once more. Great ministers cause people to return to God with great expectations.

V. HE WILL GO BEFORE THE LORD AND PREPARE THE PEOPLE FOR HIS COMING!

1. He would cause many people to think  about the great prophet Elijah.

2. He would cause many people to look  for the coming Lord—the Messiah.

Great ministers may remind people of some great prophet or preacher of the past. However, great ministers always point people to the Lord Jesus Christ. They will never seek to draw attention to themselves!

CONCLUSION


John the Baptist would become a famous person because he performed his ministry well. His ministry was to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord. He fulfilled his purpose by causing the people to repent of their sins, to draw close to God once more, and to dream that God might do a mighty work in their day. John had a unique ministry in that God chose him for this ministry before his birth, before his parents were born. Isaiah foretold his coming to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord (Isaiah 40:1-5).

Remember, God knows you just as well. He knows what He has planned for you. He knows what you are supposed to do. He has known all of these things before you were born. Are you allowing God to work His will in your life in the power of the Holy Spirit?
