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INTRODUCTION


We as Christians are not to be like others who do not know the Lord, or are not committed to doing His work. We have a special calling from God that demands much more of us than of others. In our text, Paul deals with several issues in which much is demanded of us. 

I.
YOU MUST STOP LIVING AS UNBELIEVERS DO!

1. They discover only futility in their thinking (v. 17).

2. They are darkened in their understanding (v. 18).

3. They are separated from the life of God (v. 18).

4. They are ignorant because of their hardened hearts (v. 18).

5. They have lost all sensitivity & given themselves to a life of sensuality(v. 19).

6. They indulge in every kind of impurity (v. 19).

7. They have a continual lust for more (v. 19).


II.
YOU MUST PUT OFF YOUR OLD SELF!

1. Stop being corrupted by deceitful desires (v. 22).

2. Stop telling lies (v. 25).

3. Do not sin when you are angry; it gives the devil a foothold in your life (v. 26-27).

4. He who been stealing must stop stealing (v. 28).

5. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouth (v. 29).

6. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God (v. 30).

7. Get rid of all bitterness, rage & anger, brawling & slander, & malice (v. 31).

III.
YOU MUST PUT ON THE NEW SELF!

1. The new self is created to be like God in true righteousness & holiness(v. 24).

2. As Children of God, we are all members of one body (v. 25).

3. Do your own work so that you will have something to share with the needy (v.28).

4. Say only what is helpful and will build up and benefit others (v. 29).

5. Remember, the Holy Spirit has sealed you for the day of redemption (v. 30).

6. Be kind and compassionate to one another (v. 32).

7. Forgive each other, just as in Christ God forgave you (v. 32).

CONCLUSION


Illustration of Ben Franklin and His Efforts to Overcome Various Sins. The problem we face is the same one Franklin faced. When we want to do right and serve God faithfully, sin sneaks back into our lives. Therefore, we need to confess our sins to God every day—not for His sake, but for ours! Thus, now I want us to take the sheet of paper you were given earlier and do the following: As I name sins of different kinds, if you have been guilty of such sins, make a tear in the paper. Do it quietly unto the Lord. The persons around you should not be able to hear or see when you confess a sin by tearing the paper.

