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INTRODUCTION


God is a great and glorious God. He sees all and knows all. In Genesis 6, Scripture records that God saw that the actions of mankind, even the very thoughts, were evil in intention. He determined that evil had become so destructive and so commonplace that the time for judgment had arrived. Yet, in the midst of all of the evil people God saw, He found one man who was steadfastly living a righteous life. That man was Noah. God decided to reveal the coming judgment to him and challenged Noah to prepare for it. I want us to focus on two significant facts that are evident in this passage.

I.
IN THE MIDST OF WICKEDNESS, NOAH FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD.

1. Noah was different from other people (v. 9).

(1) He wanted to please God and walked with God from day to day.

(2) He lived a righteous and blameless life among the wicked people.

2. Noah was obedient to God’s Word.

(1) He built the ark and gathered the land animals.

(2) He witnessed to the people and warned them of God’s judgment upon sin.

Noah was a righteous man who continued to be blameless even in the midst of a wicked people. He did not compromise; neither did he go along for the sake of convenience. He did not offer excuses and rationalize adopting their lifestyle of wickedness. He maintained his faithful obedience to His God, even when ridiculed.

II.
IN THE MIDST OF JUDGMENT, NOAH RECEIVED FAVOR FROM GOD.

1. God saw how evil the people were and sent judgment upon them (vv. 12-13).

(1) God knows what we think and do.

(2) God rejoices when we are good and weeps when we are evil.

2. God extends favor to the righteous, even in times of judgment upon the wicked.

(1) God spared Noah and his family from certain death.

(2) God spared Noah and his family so that they might carry out His plan.

God will not tolerate wickedness indefinitely. When mankind no longer listens to or cares about God, He finally sends judgment. Such judgment is usually comprehensive and without remedy. It is typically of a catastrophic nature and called “the Day of the Lord” by Bible writers. Yet, in the midst of certain death and destruction, God always preserves His own who have been faithful to Him. They are always spared for a purpose—i.e., to carry out His redemptive plan.

CONCLUSION


God’s redemptive plan cannot be completely frustrated by satanic wickedness. God always has a remnant, a small group of believers, who remain faithful and obedient even in the midst of wickedness, even in the midst of persecution. Noah was one such person. Are you one? Are you willing to remain faithful to your God, to your beliefs, even when people all around you ridicule you and call you embarrassing names? Are you willing to be faithful even in the midst of persecution that threatens your life? Are you one of God’s remnant in the world today? When God considers sending judgment upon this wicked world, will you find favor in His eyes? When He does send judgment, will you receive favor from God?
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