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INTRODUCTION


When bad circumstances happen (as they surely will), people ask many questions. What am I supposed to think? How am I supposed to react? How should I interpret them? Is it God’s fault? How can a good and righteous God allow such things to happen to His children? If God is all powerful, why doesn’t He stop these things from happening? Why doesn’t God do SOMETHING? Since He doesn’t, is God really God? 


The answers to such questions can be found in God’s perfect Book—the Holy Bible. Our text and Genesis chapters 37-50 explain much to help our understanding.

I. THE SETTING 
1. Difficult family relationships lead to serious problems: Bad parenting.

2. Serious problems lead to significant breakdowns: Brotherly hatred.

II.
THE SEVERITY
1. Difficult brokenness leads to serious considerations: Get rid of Joseph.

2. Serious considerations lead to significant consequences: Joseph sold into slavery.

III. THE STRUGGLE
1. Difficult circumstances lead to serious questions.

Did Joseph question God’s Love? Did he ask why God did not intervene?

Did he accuse God of being unfair? Did he question God’s existence?

The presupposition: God should keep all bad things from happening!

2. Serious questions lead to significant discoveries.

God, to be true to His creative act, must allow man freedom to choose & act—i.e., according to His creative act in giving man free will. God will not manipulate us!

When people make bad decisions, bad things tend to happen. Don’t blame God!
Perhaps you wonder why God doesn’t do SOMETHING about bad events. In our hurt, anger, and frustration, we sometimes fail to see God’s hand or even to see God.

IV. THE SOLUTION
1.
Difficult burdens over time lead to serious guilt and shame for the brothers.
2.
Serious guilt and shame were replaced with prosperity for Joseph (cycle broken).

CONCLUSION


Satan sought to destroy this young man who demonstrated such great promise,     BUT GOD…! God was at work to bring good out of this evil event. Joseph was placed in Potiphar’s home where he became the manager of all of his business. God turned this evil circumstance into a powerful blessing! 


What, then, is the meaning of all of this? Paul presents the principle (Romans 8:28):



And we know that in all things God works for the good of those



who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.

Here are some lessons we can learn from our message today:

1. Good and bad circumstances are a part of life—some caused by self, some by others. 
2. God is able to produce good results in the midst of bad circumstances, or even the worst of circumstances. 
3. There is a limitation placed upon God’s ability to work good for us:

(1) We must love God (wholeheartedly, unconditionally).
(2) We must be called according to His purpose (or seeking to be in the Will of God). 

God wants to act—to work in our lives—to bring good out of evil! Only you and I can keep God from doing it! Not Satan! Not our enemies! Only you and I! So stop complaining! Stop questioning! If you want God to do SOMETHING, simply love God and seek His will.
