ASSURANCE OF BEING A CHILD OF GOD

1 John 5:11-15

INTRODUCTION


We live in an age of relativism. The scientific mentality says there are no absolutes—that truth is ever changing. Humanism teaches that there is no God. Life is not black and white; rather, it is made up of various shades of gray. In such a world, it is difficult for Christians to maintain a belief in God, in absolutes, in moral and ethical codes, etc. Yet, Christianity maintains its belief that there is but one God and that Jesus Christ is the only way to that God. Since what we do with Jesus determines our eternal home, there is one very serious question that we must answer: Can we be sure of our eternal destiny? In other words, if you were to die today, do you know for sure that you would go to Heaven? The focus of our study today will help you find the answer for yourself. First, we begin with this question.
I.   
ARE YOU A CHILD OF GOD?

1. Jesus is the ONLY way to receive ETERNAL LIFE (v. 11).

(1) God alone gives eternal life.

(2) This life is in His Son, Jesus Christ.

2. Having Jesus in you gives life (v. 12).

(1) Having Jesus equals life.

(2) Not having Jesus equals no life.

3. You must receive Jesus, by conscious choice, in order to be a Child of God.
The Bible says, “To all who received him [Jesus], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13). 

Have you received Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord? Are you a child of God?
II.   
DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE?

1. God wants you to know for sure and not doubt your relationship with Him.

(1) Our text was written to give assurance of salvation (v. 13).

(2) Those who believe in (trust in, give their lives to) Jesus can know for sure. 

2. God’s faithfulness and His unchanging nature give us confidence.

(1) We can approach God (in prayer) with confidence when we ask something that is according to His will for our lives (v. 14). See 2 Peter 3:9.

(2) Our text promises that, if we ask according to His will, He hears our prayer.

3. God promises to grant us our prayer request (v. 15).

(1) God promises to hear us—when we ask according to His will for us.

(2) Because He hears us, “we know that we have what we asked of him.”

So, my Friends, here is our assurance: If we ask for forgiveness of our sinfulness and invite Jesus Christ into our lives as Savior and Lord, we know that we are asking according to God’s will for our lives. Therefore, we know that God hears our prayer and grants our request—all because it is His will! God is faithful and unchanging! 

CONCLUSION


In the light of these Bible promises, do you know for sure that you are a Child of God? If you are a Child of God, then you can know for sure that Heaven is your eternal home. I ask you again: If you were to die today, do you know for sure that you would go to Heaven? If you still have doubts, would you like to know for sure?


If you have doubts, there are some basic reasons for having them. First, you may NOT be a Child of God and thus have good reason to doubt your relationship to God. Second, if you are a Child of God and have doubts, there are several possibilities: (1) You may have unconfessed sin—some secret sin you do not want to give up. (2) You may be resisting God’s will in your life—some special call to service. (3) You may have experienced some crisis that has shaken your confidence. (4) You may simply have inadequate understanding of theology. 


Whatever your need may be, you can find peace and assurance today.
