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INTRODUCTION


This passage is a study of contrasts, of differences. There are two men: Lazarus and the Rich Man, identified as Dives by tradition. There are two lifestyles: poor and rich. There are two deaths and funerals: Lazarus—no mourners, no praise, no memorial; the rich man—many mourners, much praise, well remembered. There are two destinies: Lazarus—Abraham's side; the rich man—Hell. Lazarus rejoiced but the rich man cried! 



There are important lessons to learn from this passage.

I.  DIVES WAS IN PAIN; LAZARUS WAS IN PARADISE (vv. 23ff.).

1.   Dives cried out being in torments in hell: "I am tormented in this flame" (v. 24).

2.   Lazarus rejoiced in Paradise—at Abraham's side.

II.  DIVES WANTED MERCY; LAZARUS RECEIVED MERCY (v. 24).


1.   Dives cried out, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me."


2.   Lazarus was experiencing mercy and forgiveness.

III.  DIVES WAS LONELY; LAZARUS WAS WITH THE LORD (v. 23).


1.   There is no reference to Dives seeing anyone nearby. 


2.   Lazarus was able to rejoice because he was with Abraham.

IV.  DIVES REMEMBERED HIS WASTED OPPORTUNITIES; LAZARUS

       REMEMBERED TAKING ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITY (v. 25).


1.   Dives had enjoyed a wonderful life here on earth! 

2.   Lazarus remembered taking the opportunity to trust in God.

V.  DIVES WAS CONCERNED FOR HIS BROTHERS; 

      LAZARUS WAS CONCERNED ABOUT NOTHING (vv. 27-28).  


1.   Dives had five brothers who were coming to this same horrible place.


2.   Lazarus was rejoicing in heaven because he had shared God's love with all. 

CONCLUSION


This study of contrasts is given for our benefit. Let us consider our own condition—if we should die today. Would you be crying in hell OR rejoicing in heaven? Would you be in torments OR in paradise? Would you experience wrath OR mercy? Would you be doomed forever OR safe in the arms of Jesus? Would you be lonely OR comforted? Would you remember the wasted opportunities OR the wise use of your opportunities? Would you be concerned too late about your loved ones OR will you be concerned about them NOW?  


Which one will you be like: Lazarus or Dives? Which one ARE you like today: Lazarus or Dives?  


Friends, don't waste another opportunity! If you are not a Child of God with a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ,  I urge you to 
repent of your rebellion against God! Believe in and give your life to Jesus Christ! Do it now! Don't waste this opportunity to do so today.


If you are  already a believer and a Child of God, what about your family, your friends, your neighbors? You may rejoice in heaven BUT will they cry out in hell? Don't give them cause to point their accusing fingers at you and say, "Why didn't you tell me? Didn't you care about me? Didn't you love me?" No, don't delay! Do something about it today! Tell them about Heaven and Hell! Tell them about Jesus TODAY!

“The Savior is waiting to enter your heart.

Why don't you let Him come in.

There's nothing in this world to keep you apart.

What is your answer to Him?”

