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INTRODUCTION


Paul encouraged new believers to strive toward maturity—i.e., to go on in their faith. His concern was for the building up of their fellowship—to strengthen them for the journey of faith. Paul's message was a clear call to go on, not to settle down where they were in their faith. Growth in Christ would protect them from false teachers, from deceptive doctrines, and from breakdowns in the faith. Paul's message for us today is the same: to go on. Let us examine this call.

I. THERE IS THE CALL TO GO ON IN CHRISTIAN GROWTH.

1.   We are called to live our lives as Christ lived: “live in Him.”

(1) Christ is no imaginary companion; rather, He is real.

(2) “Live” implies daily activity (literally, “walk around”) in the spiritual journey.

2.   We are called to receive nourishment and stability in Christ: “rooted in Him.”

(1) We are rooted in Christ alone—not culture, not society, not nationality.

(2) Believers not only are saved but also experience the continuing effect of becoming 

      more like Jesus.

3.   We are called to be visible for God in a world of evil: “built up in Him.”

(1) A builder builds a building that reflects upon the builder.

(2) The building is always in process of being built and/or renovated, much like Seoul.

Paul describes the Christian life as a pilgrimage in progress (“live”), a growing plant (“rooted”), and a building (“built up”). We are to progress in our Christian journey, be firmly established in belief like a tree, and display the work of Christ, the great Carpenter, in making us what we are.

II.
THERE IS THE CALL TO GO ON IN CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING.

1.   We are called to be life-long learners, always benefiting from teachable moments.

2.   We are called to have a solid and firm faith, not one that is changeable or easily twisted.

3.   We are called to gain greater insight & understanding of our Lord as we walk with Him.

We must never stop learning and growing. Rather, we are to continue to make progress in our understanding of God's will and God's Word. Remember, the Scriptures are the only objective measuring tool for our faith, which my become overly subjective unless based upon the Bible.

III.
THERE IS THE CALL TO GO ON IN CHRISTIAN GRATITUDE.

1.   Our gratitude toward God should continue to grow until it is apparent to all.

2.   Our gratitude will be reflected in the abundance of our living and giving (2 Cor. 8:7).

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

3.   Our spirit of gratitude, our thanksgiving, should overflow out of our hearts.

It is only as gratitude overflows from us for all of God's blessings that we begin to understand that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” Then, too, we realize that we receive far more than we could ever give.

CONCLUSION

          
I trust that this message today has helped each of us to see the urgent need for every child of God to go on, not to stop, but to grow up! We must become more like Jesus, think more like Jesus, give of ourselves more like Jesus. Our challenge is to continue growing spiritually—to go on!

“Yes, there's more, so much more, than that first sweet day!

More, so much more, every passing day!

For the life I now live, God is living through me

In each word, in each deed, each day.”

