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INTRODUCTION


We are celebrating Chuseok this weekend. Celebration always demands that we remember the reasons for celebration. First, we celebrate the lives of those who have gone before us, who made our lives possible today. Then, secondly, we celebrate the abundant harvest that we are already enjoying this year. Like Peter, I want to remind you of what you already know: This church is God’s church; and, thus, we ought to celebrate His working in our midst. The purpose of reminding is to stir you, to challenge you!


In light of these important truths, I want to challenge you, to stir you up, as you celebrate, to remember some things that you already know.

I.
REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE!

1.   You are a sinner (Romans 3:23).

2.   If you are a Child of God, you are a sinner saved by grace (Eph. 2:8-9).


If we are to celebrate well today, we must remember it is not who we are, but who God is, that gives us grace to celebrate! This saving faith is faith in Jesus Christ!

II.
REMEMBER WHERE YOU CAME FROM!

1. You came from divinity—created by the love of Almighty God (Gen. 1:26-31).

2. You came from humanity—created by the love of two human beings.

If we are to celebrate well today, we must remember that our life, all life, came from God, not just by the will of man. We are not accidental creations but rather created by design, with a purpose for existing.

III.
REMEMBER HOW YOU GOT HERE!

1.   You have arrived at this point in your lives by the actions of man—yours & others.

2.   You have arrived at this point in your lives because of the blessings of God.

In spite of all of our efforts, without the blessings of God in our lives, all would come to nothing. God blessed us with health, ability, motivation, courage. At any point in our lives, He could have stood aside and allowed Satan to hinder and defeat us. Yes, here we are at this point because of the faithful actions of man, but mostly because of the faithful blessings of God.

IV.
REMEMBER WHERE YOU ARE GOING!

1. You are all someday going to go to your grave (Hebrews 9:27).

2. You are all someday going to go to your eternal  home.

Life does come to an end here on earth. Not one of us will escape the reality of death. Countless men and women have preceded us in death. Their greatness, their rank, their reputation, their wealth—none of these things could save them from death. Thus, it is urgent that each one of us prepare for this coming reality by being certain that we are going to go to be with God. Are you ready for death? If you are, then you are ready to live! If you are unafraid of death, then you are ready to live! Only when you are ready for death and unafraid to die, only then are you ready to live!

CONCLUSION

The Apostle Peter reminds us to remember. I urge you to remember these things:


First, remembering the past keeps us humble. Humility keeps us adaptable.


Second, remembering the present keeps us healthy. Healthiness keeps us active.


Third, remembering the future keeps us hopeful. Hopefulness keeps us anticipating.

There is life beyond the grave. Are you ready? If you are, then let us celebrate together by singing “Jesus Loves Me!”

“Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!

Yes, Jesus loves me; the Bible tells me so!”

