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INTRODUCTION


We live in an age of technological advances and marvels. But this age is also one of increased risks and dangers. Disasters are occurring everywhere. Some of these disasters are manmade—buildings are bombed; others are results of nature out of control—storms and earthquakes. People on the streets or in the subways face danger from poor workmanship and evil people. Politicians fight among themselves and/or threaten to send others to war. Whom can you trust? Where are you safe? The Bible speaks of such a time and offers guidance.

I.
DISCOURAGEMENT FROM GOD’S WORD

1.   There is danger in trusting some persons.

(1) There is danger in trusting leaders who demand gifts and judges who demand bribes and the powerful who dictate as they please—Micah 7:3.

(2) There is danger in trusting our friends and neighbors—Micah 7:5; Jere.9:4.

(3) There is danger in trusting our family and ourselves—Mic. 7:5-6; 2 Cor. 1:9.

Summary: There is no human being in whom we can place complete confidence. No one, including ourselves! Exception: When a Child of God is in the will of God!

2.   There is danger in trusting some things.

(1) There is danger in trusting in possessions, or riches.

(2) There is danger in trusting in the word of man.

(3) There is danger in trusting our own hearts.

Ultimately, we can find nothing in this world in which we can fully trust. Nothing! Where then are you safe? Nowhere! However, the Psalmist gives us good news!

III.
ENCOURAGEMENT FROM GOD’S WORD

1.   There are some things that we should and should not do.

(1) Keep your focus upon God, not evil people—vv. 1-2, 7-8.

          Remember, they will soon die and stand before God.

          Fretting, worrying, and envying will lead us into evil.

(2) Trust in God, delight in Him, and commit your way to the Lord—vv. 3-5.

(3) Do good, be still, listen and obey, and wait patiently—vv. 3, 7.

2.   There are some things we can expect God to do.

(1) God will be your refuge (“dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture”)—v. 3.

(2) God will answer your prayers (“the desires of your heart”)—v. 4.

(3) God will uphold you and extend justice (“make your righteousness shine like 

      the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun”)—v. 6.

          He will direct your paths—Prov. 3:5-6.

          He will strengthen you so that you need not fear—Isaiah 12:2.

          He will give you perfect peace—Isaiah 26:3.

          He will put a new song (of praise) in your mouth—Psalm 40:3.

          Even in the darkness, He will show you the light—Psalm 112:4.

CONCLUSION


Are you so naïve that you trust people or things? Are you so foolish that you trust yourself? OR are you wise enough that you place your trust only in God? My Friends, in this crazy, fast-changing world, our only hope for peace and safety is in Almighty God! Learn from your defeats and failures! Illustration: Charlie Brown in the Peanuts cartoon strip often complains that his baseball team always loses. Lucy reminds him: “Remember, Charlie Brown, you learn more from your defeats than your victories.” He replies, “That makes me the smartest guy in the world!” Friends, be the smartest guy by allowing your defeats to bring you before Almighty God. Trust in Him, and He will lift you up. Commit yourself to Him!

