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INTRODUCTION


The background of our text is grim. It is a time of defeat and disillusionment. Saul and the Israelites have been defeated by the Philistines. The nation is divided rather than united under its new king, David. After several years have passed, David decides to bring the Ark of the Covenant from Saul’s Gibeah to David’s Jerusalem. During the process, Uzzah touches the Ark to stabilize it and dies immediately. Instead of it being a time of joy and celebration, it becomes a time of death and depression. The Ark, which represents the presence of God, is left at the home of Obed-Edom for three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-Edom and his household. Hearing the good news, David again decides to bring it to Jerusalem. He got the Ark ready to move, sacrificed, and danced before the Lord. This time, the Ark was brought successfully to Jerusalem amid shouting mixed with trumpets blasting. Yet, some people were not moved by the Spirit.

Let us consider some important truths about God’s presence.
I.
GOD’S PRESENCE BRINGS BLESSINGS (TO THE RIGHTEOUS)-v. 11-12.
1. Obed-Edom was blessed personally—physically and spiritually.
2. His household was blessed materially.
3. All that he had was blessed.

II.
GOD’S PRESENCE IS WORTH SACRIFICING FOR—v. 13.
1. Sacrifice demands separation (David went six steps).
2. Sacrifice demands self-denial (personal cost).

3. Sacrifice demands servanthood (willing submission to God).
III.
GOD’S PRESENCE IS A SOURCE OF GREAT JOY—vv. 12, 14-15.
1. David brought the Ark up to Jerusalem “with rejoicing.”
2. David danced before the Lord “with all his might”—personal joy.
3. The people brought it up “with shouts and the sound of trumpets”—corporate joy.
An Observation: Oftentimes, I look at God’s people and wonder: Where is the joy?

When you come to God’s house, do you have joy in your heart?


When you study God’s Word, do you experience joy?


When you sing praises to God, do you do it joyfully?


When you listen to the preaching of God’s Word, does it bring joy?


When you pray and meditate, do you experience joy?

God’s presence is a source of joy. If you have no joy in your spiritual activities, God must not be present!
IV.
GOD’S PRESENCE IN ONE PERSON EVOKES RESPONSE IN OTHERS
1. God’s presence in the life of one caused him to give for the good of others—David.
2. God’s presence in the life of one may cause others to be resentful—Michal.
3. God’s presence in the life of one may cause others to rejoice—as with the people.

CONCLUSION


Truly, God’s presence brings joy—at least, to the righteous. If you are not experiencing joy in your life, what is the problem? It cannot be that God has changed. Obviously, you have changed. The presence of God is no longer felt in your life. Why? Maybe it is unconfessed sin, careless living, or simply drifting. David has something to say to you in Psalm 51:10-12: “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”

